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Why Do Christians Have
So Many Problems?
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John Maxwell's Commentary on Problems

Predicators — They will mold our future
Reminders — We are not self-sufficient. We need God and
others to help us
Opportunities — They pull us out of our rut and cause us to
think creatively
Blessings — They open up doors that we usually do not go
through
Lessons — Each new challenge will be our teacher
Everywhere — No place or person is excluded from them
Messages — They warn us about potential disaster
Solvable — No problem is without a solution

From the book “Your Attitude : Key to Success”
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Isobel Kuhn: In the Arena

When people read this book, | want them to see Thee, O Lord.
When they find me in a perfectly hopeless situation, as so often |
was, | want them to know clearly it was Thou who didst pull me out.
| want them to see Thy infinite patience, Thy unwavering
faithfulness. Although Thou dost work so silently, so delicately,
there is a “shining forth” when Thou art present. But how can one
make others see it?

Lord, please wilt Thou help me to write it? | cannot put Thy beauty
iInto words, but if | can show Thy working in the background of all
that happened (even as | watched Thee) that will be enough.
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Isobel Kuhn: In the Arena
“God taught me through the years to view my own
trials as platforms in today’s Arena. | thought this
idea was original with me, but one day my husband
found that Hudson Taylor has formed the same
opinion many years ago.
“Difficulties afford a platform upon which He can
show Himself. Without them we could never know
how tender, faithful, and almighty our God is. °

Hudson Taylor
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The living character Is the monument.
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We all know that “Jesus iIs all we need”. However, we

don't really know Jesus is all we need until Jesus is
all we have.” —Tim Keller.
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Pain and trials are almost constant companions, but
never enemies. They drive me into His sovereign
arms. There He takes my disappoints and works
everything together for good” — Kay Arthur.
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| In the Presence of Mine Enemies: 1965-
1973 — A Prisoner of War is a memoir
by American pilot Howard E. Rutledge,
co-written with his wife Phyllis, and Mel
and Lyla White, of his time in a

e oW s In “‘e Viethamese POW camp during Vietnam

wife and the faith that

sustained them

war. When it was published in 1973, it
sence was the first book-length firsthand

- Of Mine treatment of the experiences of
Bnemles American prisoners of war in Vietnam. It

| was made into a documentary in the
by Howz: u(l and Phyllis Rutledge
with Mel and Lyla White same year.




To all
who never stopped hoping
and
praying for our return,
and
to God
who answered those prayers.



Captain Howard E. Rutledge

| cannot explain with reason or proof why my faith was
central to my survival. But it was. Other men went Iin
unbelieving and came out the same. | didn’t, and for me my
faith in Christ made all the difference.

When one Is dying from starvation, a bowl| of sewer greens
IS a gift from God. Before every meal during my captivity, |
offered a prayer of thanks. To thank God for life seemed
the natural thing to do.

Now | know the truth. Prayer really works! | still don’t pray
aloud very well. But | have tested prayer and found God
hears and answers.
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Phyllis Rutledge

| got really despondent during those first two years....It seemed
that God had abandoned us. Our church attendance and our
spirits fell.

have to admit that | wasn’t aware that God was working in my
ife during those first years of waiting. But as | look back, it is
olain to see that God was working, even then. He was working
through people who cared enough to reach out and lift us up.

A cheer that God couldn’t help but hear went up that day! | am
sure God knew that those cheers were our way of saying thanks
for bringing Howard home.
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“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our

conscience, but shouts in our pain: It is His
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”

The Problem of Pain, CS Lewis
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